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July 14, 2026

The Honorable Susan Collins The Honorable Patty Murray

Chair Vice Chair

Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations

413 Dirksen Senate Office Building 154 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Collins and Vice Chair Murray:

On behalf of the thousands of melanoma patients, researchers, providers, survivors, and their
families, we write to respectfully urge you to ensure the continuation of $40 million in funding for the
Melanoma Research Program (MRP) within the Defense-funded Congressionally Directed Medical
Research Programs (CDMRP) during your negotiations for the Fiscal Year 2027 Appropriations
package.

We respectfully urge you to prioritize $40 million in dedicated funding for the Department of
Defense’s Melanoma Research Program. This amount, which has been flat funded since FY22, will
preserve ongoing progress in melanoma research and prevention. Skin cancer is the most
commonly diagnosed cancer in the US, and over 8,510 Americans are expected to die from the
deadliest form of skin cancer, melanoma, in 2026 — including active and former military service
members.

This is a disease that routinely disfigures, kills, and financially exhausts real Americans. Melanoma is
a unique and urgent threat to our military community, who carry out their missions in environments of
extreme solar radiation. Decades of studies from WWII to the current generation of war fighters
confirm the linkage of exposure to the development of deadly melanoma. According to The Pulse,
the online source for the Uniformed Services University, “melanoma is the most significant cancer to
affect the active-duty military population.” A Vanderbilt School of Medicine study cited only 22
percent of military personnel were made aware of the risks of sun exposure; while 77 percent
reported being exposed to bright sunlight for more than 4 hours a day, and only 27 percent having
regular access to sunscreen as it is not part of standard personal protective equipment (PPE). The
study concluded that “the past decade of United States’ combat missions, including operations in
Iraq and Afghanistan, have occurred at a more equatorial latitude than the mean center of the United
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States population, increasing the potential for ultraviolent irradiance and the development of skin
cancer.”

In addition to rising incidence rates, both active-duty personnel and veterans are faced with being
diagnosed at a more advanced stage than non-military individuals. A 2022 study published in the
Journal of the American Academy of Dermatology found that veterans have a higher risk of stage Il
(18%) or stage IV (13%) melanoma at initial diagnosis, indicating that when veterans are diagnosed
with melanoma, they face the additional challenge of fighting an advanced and deadlier disease.*
These disparities highlight the importance of targeted research to better understand disease
progression and occupational risk factors for melanoma. A recent MRP-funded study found that
Agent Orange exposure is associated with a higher risk of rare acral melanoma in veterans.® This
finding not only pushes the broader research landscape forward, but it also underscores the
program’s unique position to fund research that is not otherwise captured in other portfolios.

Given the heightened disease burden faced by our men and women in uniform, is it critical to
prioritize the lifesaving research needed to improve outcomes, strengthen military readiness, and
protect those who serve from melanoma. The past decade has seen enormous gains for melanoma
treatment and continued innovation in melanoma prevention, detection, and treatment is only
possible with continued investment in high-quality research. We urge you to protect $40 million for
the CDMRP’s Melanoma Research Program and preserve the robust federal investment Congress
sustained from FY22 through FY26.

Sincerely,
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